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in grant money).7 The largest proportion (21%) of the DHS budget is committed to Customs 
and Border Protection, and the second largest portion of the budget (20%) is used for FEMA 
(not including grants) activities (Figure 14.2).

There is vigorous debate as to whether DHS and other anti-terrorism activities have made the 
United States safer. Some argue it is a huge waste of taxpayer dollars, an ever-expanding bureau-
cracy, a huge pain for the public who has given up its privacy and freedom for nothing in return, 
and it has not made Americans safer. Many commentators maintain that the creation of DHS was 
an overreaction to the 9/11 attacks.8 Still others find that the creation of DHS and the work done 
there has made the United States safer through enhanced information sharing. DHS proponents 
point to dozens of instances in which a planned terrorism event was uncovered and prevented. 
One example revealed in 2002 involved Jose Padilla, a New York City resident and citizen of the 
United States who was arrested at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport. He had just returned from Pakistan 
following terrorist training. He was arrested and charged as an enemy combatant for his plans 
to use a dirty bomb—an explosive using radioactive material—in the United States. Padilla was 
ultimately sentenced to just over 17 years in prison for his activities. In 2011, Jose Pimental, a 
naturalized U.S. citizen, was arrested based on his holy war plans to use homemade pipe bombs 
at police stations and post offices and to specifically target U.S. troops returning home from Iraq 
and Afghanistan throughout New York City. In February 2014 Pimental pleaded guilty and was 
sentenced to 16 years in prison days before his scheduled trial on terrorism charges.

In 2013, DHS uncovered a plan by terrorists to use lethal doses of ricin and cyanide to 
poison salad bars in restaurants and hotels over one weekend throughout a wide geographic 
area. Few additional details of this alleged plot are available.

TERRORISM AND THE CRIMINAL TRIAL
In the past, terrorists were tried in federal criminal courts. For example, Timothy 

McVeigh, the Oklahoma City bomber, was tried, found guilty, and ultimately executed as 
a result of his terrorist attack. Scott Roeder, a domestic terrorist who murdered Dr. George 

dirty bomb: An 
explosive device using 
radioactive material.
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FEMA uses the second largest portion of the DHS budget. The Coast Guard uses the third largest portion 
of the budget. Do these expenditures surprise you? Why or why not?

Source: FY 2015 Budget-in-Brief. U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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